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[In  these  days  when  frequent  reference  is  being  made  to  the  founda¬ 
tion  and  early  history  of  the  Society,  no  doubt  many  of  the  Society’s 
supporters  will  welcome  an  opportunity  of  reading  afresh  the  actual  words 
of  Its  founders.] 

At  the  C.M.S.  Committee  of  17  June,  1799,  there 
was  submitted  for  approval,  and  accepted,  the 
following  paper  by  the  Rev.  John  Venn.  Of 
this  the  Rev.  Charles  Hole  writes  in  his  “  Early  His¬ 
tory  of  the  C.M.S.,”  p.  44:  “The  ‘Account’  .  .  . 
was  in  reality  .  .  .  the  Society’s  manifesto  to  the 
public  and  the  Church,  exhibiting  an  official  and 
authentic  expression  of  those  foundation  truths  .  .  . 
on  which  all  their  future  work  was  to  be  built,  and 
which  alone  justified  the  Society’s  existence.” 

The  Manifesto 

(Reprinted  from  “  The  Early  History  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society.”  C.  Hole) 

Of  all  the  blessings  which  God  has  bestowed  upon 
mankind,  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  greatest.  It  is  the  sovereign  remedy  for 
all  the  evils  of  life,  and  the  source  of  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  and  durable  benefits. 

Under  its  benign  influence  the  understanding  is 
illuminated  by  the  light  of  truth,  pure  and  holy  prin¬ 
ciples  are  implanted  in  the  heart,  the  passions,  those 
fruitful  causes  of  vice  and  misery,  are  regulated,  the 
whole  conduct  is  reformed  ;  peace  reigns  in  the  breast, 
and  a  well-founded  hope  beyond  the  grave  soothes  the 
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sorrows  of  life.  Fallen  man  becomes  a  new  creature, 
happy  in  himself,  fulfilling  the  will  of  his  Maker,  and 
living  to  His  glory. 

In  social  and  in  civil  life  also,  wherever  the  Gospel 
is  cordially  received,  its  benefits  are  equally  experi¬ 
enced.  The  husband  and  wife,  the  father  and  son,  the 
master  and  servant,  at  once  learn  from  it  their  respec¬ 
tive  duties,  and  are  disposed  and  enabled  to  fulfil  them. 
Human  intercourse  is  sweetened  by  the  charity  which 
it  inculcates.  A  mild  and  equitable  spirit  is  infused  by 
it  into  legislation  and  civil  government.  Rulers  be¬ 
come  the  fathers  of  their  people,  and  subjects  cheer¬ 
fully  yield  obedience.  Civilization  is  promoted  upon 
sure  and  permanent  principles,  and  nations  are  taught 
by  it  to  dwell  in  friendship  with  each  other. 

Such  are  the  benefits  which  Christianity  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  diffuse  in  the  world  ;  but  these  are  its  least 
blessings.  It  not  only  meliorates  the  state  of  man  in 
society,  but  it  saves  his  soul.  It  cancels  his  guilt, 
reconciles  him  to  God,  raises  him  from  death  to  life, 
makes  him  an  heir  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  and 
crowns  him  with  glory  and  immortality, 

A  just  conviction  of  the  value  of  these  benefits  has 
produced  several  societies  for  the  more  general  diffu¬ 
sion  of  the  Gospel  ;  and  lately,  zealous  Christians, 
of  various  denominations,  have  laudably  united  to 
send  missionaries  to  enlighten  even  the  far  distant 
islands  of  the  South  Sea  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth. 

In  the  Church  of  England  two  venerable  societies  have 
long  been  engaged  in  the  excellent  design  of  propagating 
Christianity  abroad.  That  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge 
has  undertaken,  though  not  professedly  the  object  of  its  insti¬ 
tution,  “  the  management  of  such  charities  as  should  be  put 
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into  its  hands  for  the  support  and  enlargement  of  the  Protestant 
Mission  formerly  maintained  by  the  King  of  Denmark  at 
Tranquebar  in  the  East  Indies  ;  ”  and  it  has  since  extended  its 
care  to  several  other  settlements  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  ^ 

“  In  the  year  1701  King  William  the  Third  was  graciously 
pleased  to  erect  and  settle  a  Corporation,  with  a  perpetual 
succession,  by  the  name  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  for  the  receiving,  managing,  and 
disposing  of  the  contributions  of  such  persons  as  would  be 
induced  to  extend  their  charity  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
learned  and  orthodox  clergy,  and  the  making  of  such  other 
provision  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  foreign  parts,  upon  information  that  in  many  of  our 
plantations,  colonies,  and  factories  beyond  the  seas,  the  pro¬ 
vision  for  ministers  was  mean  ;  and  many  other  of  our  said 
plantations,  colonies,  and  factories  were  wholly  unprovided  of  a 
maintenance  for  ministers  and  the  public  worship  of  God ;  and 
that  for  lack  of  support  and  maintenance  of  such,  many  of  his 
loving  subjects  wanted  the  administration  of  God’s  Word  and 
Sacraments,  and  seemed  to  be  abandoned  to  atheism  and 
infidelity,  and  others  of  them  to  popish  superstition  and 
idolatry.”  ^ 

In  consequence  of  this  incorporation,  the  society  proceeded 
to  receive  subscriptions ;  and,  by  the  liberal  benefactions 
afforded  them,  they  have  been  enabled  to  supply  with  ordained 
ministers  and  schoolmasters  many  of  our  factories  and  colonies 
abroad,  which  else  would  have  been  destitute  of  the  public 
worship  of  God,  the  administration  of  the  Sacraments,  and 
almost  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel.  To  the  British  plan¬ 
tations  in  North  America  they  have  principally  extended  their 
benevolent  exertions.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  although 
they  have  not  been  backward,  wherever  a  proper  opportunity 
has  occurred,  to  instruct  their  missionaries  to  embrace  it,  by 
preaching  amongst  the  neighbouring  heathen,  yet  the  primary 
and  direct  object  of  this  society  has  been  rather  the  religious 

1  Vide  Report  of  that  Society. 

^  Vide  Reports  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts. 
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benefit  of  the  British  colonists  and  those  heathens  immediately 
dependent  upon  them,  than  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  in 
general. 

Room,  therefore,  is  still  left  for  the  institution  of  a  society 
which  shall  consider  the  heathen  as  its  principal  care.  The 
whole  continent  of  Africa,  and  that  of  Asia  also  (with  the 
exception  of  a  few  places),  are  still  open  to  the  missionary 
labours  of  the  Church  of  England.  To  these  quarters  of  the 
globe,  therefore,  the  promoters  of  the  present  design  turn  their 
chief  attention  ;  and  from  this  extensive  field  they  assume  their 
denomination,  not  however  considering  their  name  as  binding 
them  to  exclude  their  attempts  from  any  other  unoccupied 
place  which  may  present  a  prospect  of  success  to  their  labours. 

A  difficulty  has  occurred  in  establishing  missions  according 
to  the  regular  constitution  of  the  Church  of  England,  which  it 
is  necessary  to  state,  in  order  to  justify  a  part  of  the  present 
institution  which  might  else  appear  exceptionable.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  Church  of  England  can  allow  no  persons 
to  officiate  in  any  respect  as  ministers  who  have  not  been 
episcopally  ordained.  Episcopal  ordination,  bearing  respect 
to  the  present  improved  state  of  society  in  this  Island,  is 
justly  conferred  upon  those  only  whose  education  and  learn¬ 
ing  qualify  them  for  the  rank  the  English  clergy  hold  in 
society.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  a  missionary,  dwell¬ 
ing  amongst  savages  rude  and  illiterate,  does  not  require  the 
same  kind  of  talents,  manners,  or  learning  as  are  necessary 
in  an  officiating  minister  in  England.  But  ordination  admits 
not  of  distinctions  correspondent  to  the  degree  of  refine¬ 
ment  in  society.  He  who  is  once  episcopally  ordained, 
though  with  the  sole  view  of  acting  as  a  missionary  to  the 
heathen,  would  possess  the  power  of  officiating,  and  hold¬ 
ing  any  benefice  to  which  he  might  be  presented,  in  the 
English  Church.  This  circumstance  necessarily  requires  ex¬ 
treme  caution  in  ordaining  persons  for  the  purposes  of  missions 
only.  For  what  security  can  be  afforded  that  a  person  of 
inferior  station,  offering  himself  upon  this  ground  for  orders,  is 
not  influenced  by  the  desire  of  a  more  elevated  rank  in  society, 
or  of  a  life  of  greater  ease,  other  than  by  a  pure  zeal  for  the 
salvation  of  the  heathen  ? 
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To  obviate  this  difficulty  which  lies  in  the  way  of  sending 
missionaries  episcopally  ordained,  the  conductors  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  institution  have  recourse  to  the  expedient  of  sending  their 
missionaries  in  the  capacity  of  catechists  only,  where  persons 
already  in  holy  orders  do  not  offer  themselves,  or  circumstances 
do  not  justify  an  application  for  regular  ordination. 

The  office  of  catechist  in  the  primitive  Church  was  exer¬ 
cised  by  any  of  the  inferior  ecclesiastics.  It  was  his  business 
“  to  address  in  continued  discourses  the  Gentiles  or  uncon¬ 
verted  Jews  in  behalf  of  the  Christian  doctrine,  to  expose 
the  folly  and  absurdity  of  the  pagan  superstition,  to  remove 
prejudices,  and  to  answer  objections.  He  also  instructed  those 
who  had  embraced  the  Christian  faith,  but  had  not  a  sufficient 
knowledge  thereof  to  qualify  them  for  baptism,  who  were, 
therefore,  only  admitted  catechumens,  which  was  done  in  pro¬ 
cess  of  time,  with  great  solemnity  by  the  imposition  of  hands  ; 
whereupon  they  were  esteemed  a  sort  of  Christians,  and  were 
divided  into  several  classes.”  ^ 

Catechists  were  thus  esteemed  as  candidates  under  trial  and 
probation  for  the  greater  orders,  and  the  Church  took  this 
method  to  train  fit  persons  for  the  ministry,  first  exercising 
them  in  the  lower  offices,  that  they  might  be  the  better 
disciplined  and  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the  superior 
functions. 

The  utility  of  employing  catechists  has  indeed  been  experi¬ 
enced  in  all  missions.  The  missionaries  employed  by  the 
Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge  have  selected  some 
of  the  ablest  of  their  converts  and  employed  them  as  catechists 
with  singular  benefit  to  the  Christian  cause.  We  tread,  there¬ 
fore,  in  a  beaten  path  when  we  follow  these  examples. 
Catechists,  indeed,  appear  to  be  in  several  respects  the  most 
suitable  persons  to  plant  the  Gospel  among  the  heathen  ;  and 
when  such  have  approved  themselves  as  faithful  labourers  in 
the  vineyard,  when  they  have  instructed  the  children  of  the 
heathen,  when  they  have  laid  the  foundations  of  a  Christian 
Church,  there  may  be  just  ground  for  application  to  admit 
them,  if  necessary,  into  a  higher  order. 


1  Vide  Bishop  on  the  Catechism. 
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Other  particulars  respecting  the  present  institu¬ 
tion  will  be  understood  by  the  annexed  rules.  It  will 
be  seen  that  scrupulous  care  has  been  taken  to  insure 
as  much  as  possible  a  right  choice  of  missionaries,  for 
upon  their  fitness  for  the  work  depends,  under  God, 
the  whole  success.  The  Committee  to  whom  the 
choice  of  them  is  entrusted,  may  indeed  be  deceived, 
but  it  will  be  their  aim  to  recommend  such  only  as 
unite  a  fervent  zeal  with  discretion  and  knowledge  ; 
such  as  have  themselves  experienced  the  benefits  of  the 
Gospel,  and  therefore  earnestly  desire  to  make  known 
to  their  perishing  fellow-sinners  the  grace  and  power 
of  a  Redeemer,  and  the  inestimable  blessings  of  His 
salvation.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that,  as 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  they  consider  its 
doctrinal  articles  as  exhibiting  the  standard  of  that 
faith  which  it  should  be  their  endeavour  to  propagate. 

It  remains  now  only  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  all 
those  who  have  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  their 
fellow-creatures  at  heart  for  the  furtherance  of  this 
useful  design.  Wide  is  the  field  which  lies  before  this 
Society,  great  is  the  importance  of  their  object.  They 
require  not  indeed  the  pecuniary  aid  of  those  who 
already,  to  the  extent  of  their  power,  contribute  to  the 
support  of  other  similar  institutions — of  all  such  per¬ 
sons  they  regard  it  as  their  duty  to  continue  un¬ 
diminished  the  support  they  have  hitherto  given. 
What  they  ask  of  them  is  their  counsel,  their  good 
wishes,  their  prayers.  Let  not  this  Society  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  opposing  any  that  are  engaged  in  the  same 
excellent  purpose.  The  world  is  an  extensive  field,  and 
in  the  Church  of  Christ  there  is.  no  competition  of 
interests.  From  the  very  constitution  of  the  human 
mind  slighter  differences  of  opinion  will  prevail,  and 
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diversities  in  external  forms  ;  but  in  the  grand  design 
of  promoting  Christianity,  all  these  should  disappear. 
Let  there  be  a  cordial  union  amongst  all  Christians  in 
promoting  the  common  salvation  of  their  Lord  and 
Saviour. 

With  a  firm  reliance  on  the  divine  blessing,  and 
confidence  in  the  piety  and  liberality  of  Britons  for  the 
support  of  their  undertaking,  the  conductors  of  the 
present  institution  embark  in  their  work  without  fear, 
though  not  without  solicitude.  They  hope  that  while 
God  has  so  signally  defended  this  Island  with  His 
mercy  as  with  a  shield.  His  gracious  hand,  to  which, 
amidst  the  wreck  of  nations,  our  safety  has  been  owing, 
will  by  us  be  acknowledged,  and  His  goodness  grate¬ 
fully  recorded  even  in  distant  lands.  They  trust  that 
while  every  country  under  heaven  brings  the  tribute  of 
its  stores  to  Great  Britain,  she  will  return  to  them 
treasures  more  valuable  than  silver  and  gold.  They 
trust  that  the  wrongs  which  Africa  has  so  long  sus¬ 
tained  will  at  length  be  repaired  by  the  offerings  of 
spiritual  peace  and  Christian  freedom.  They  expect 
that  the  prayers  daily  offered  up  that  “the  Kingdom  of 
God  may  come  ”  will  at  length  be  answered  ;  and  they 
hail  the  rising  day  when  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation, 
being  conveyed  to  the  lands  lying  in  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death,  “  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary 
place  shall  be  glad  for  them,  and  the  desert  shall 
rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.” 
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